Unlock Success
for Struggling Students
Struggling students face considerable and diverse
BARRIERS to SUCCESS

The average student in 8th grade who starts below grade level
has a 1 in 4 chance of catching up by 12th grade.

2 in 3

8th graders are
reading below grade
level

1 in 10

2 in 3

Students are
English language
learners

8th graders are
below grade level
in math

8TH GRADERS
Who score significantly below grade
level have just a

1in 10
chance of catching
up in reading

1in 30

chance of catching
up in math.1

STUDENTS

who are UNABLE TO CATCH UP
in middle school are
more likely to dropout.

70%

of high school dropouts
said they left in part
because they weren’t
sure they could make it to
graduation—the barriers
felt too high.2

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM
plays a role: students who miss
at least 15 days of schools are
considered chronically absent
and are at a much greater risk
of falling behind.

Over

6 MILLION

students—about 1 in 7 students—
missed 15 or more days or
school in 2013-2014.3

The Potential Cost of
Struggling Students
When students struggle with their coursework,
the potential costs are high and impact
districts and communities in multiple ways:

EACH DROPOUT typically

costs a district thousands per
year in state and federal funding.4

DISTRICT

PROPERTY VALUES
rise and fall with test scores.

In SUBURBAN DISTRICTS, a 5%
increase in test scores
corresponds with a 2.5%
increase in property values.5

In STATES with an A-F school
rating system, moving from a B
to an A can increase property
values by 8.7% .6

Students who drop out of high school:
HAVE HIGHER UNEMPLOYMENT RATES.

HAVE LOWER INCOMES

In 2017, around 18.9% of high
school dropouts were
unemployed, compared to16.8%
of graduates. 7

In 2017, the median
weekly earnings of
high school graduates were

37%

higher than those who did not
complete high school. 8

Students struggling with
grade-level curriculum:
BELOW-PROFICIENT READERS
Need help with reading comprehension,
especially understanding individual words.

They benefit from:
• Vocabulary that introduces grade-level
ideas and terms in readily accessible
language.
• Explicit instruction of the active reading
strategies needed to understand texts
and assignments.
• Scaffolded resources for reading,
writing, and note-taking.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
Can simultaneously develop language and subject-area
mastery when the content is comprehensible.

They benefit from:
• Simple definitions for unfamiliar words
and read-aloud for text.
• Relevant examples, rich visualizations
and interactive learning experiences.
• Native language support to access
grade-level curriculum.

STUDENTS WITH LEARNING GAPS
Need to feel like they aren’t perpetually behind. If they get
stuck, they need immediate support to get back on track.

They benefit from:
• Targeted remediation to prepare them
for grade-level material.
• Chunked instruction with multiple ways
to learn each new idea.
• Calibrated scaffolding for grade-level
assignments.

4

KEY
CONSIDERATIONS
About
Struggling Students

Different students have different needs.
Students forget 50% to 80% of what
they learn overnight unless they actively
and repeatedly apply new concepts.
Students’ day-to-day engagement hinges on
positive momentum.
Students’ long-term engagement
hinges on credible hope for the future.
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