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Summary
During the 2014-2015 school year, seventh and eighth grade students from two Beaverton School District 

(BSD) middle schools used math and English Tutorials as a supplement to traditional classroom instruction. 

Teachers implemented Tutorials in ways that best suited their instructional goals, student needs, and available 

technological resources. In the spring, students completed the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 

(SBAC) computer adaptive summative assessments administered by the Oregon Department of Education to 

measure student mastery of the state standards in English language arts and mathematics.
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†  Statistically significant p<.05. 
Percent of students adjusted for differences in prior ability and demographic characteristics. 

Figure 1

Estimated percent of students meeting or exceeding state standards by subject 
and Adaptive Tutorials use
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Middle school students using Adaptive Tutorials achieved an additional 4 percentile points on the SBAC 
summative assessments combined and an additional 11 percentile points on the English language arts 
assessments compared to similar students not using Tutorials. Students using Adaptive Tutorials for 
math achieved similar average scores on the mathematics assessments as students participating in 
traditional classroom instruction alone.
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Results
The percent of middle school students meeting or exceeding the standard on assessments overall was 
10 percentage points greater for those using Adaptive Tutorials than similar students not using Tutorials. 
By subject, the percent of students meeting or exceeding the standard on the English language arts 
assessments was 15 percentage points greater and 5 percentage points for mathematics.



P 03 ApexLearning.com

Conclusion
Middle school students using Apex Learning Adaptive Tutorials in addition to traditional classroom instruction 

demonstrated significant gains on the SBAC summative assessments compared to similar students 

participating in traditional classroom instruction alone. The difference between the percent of students 

meeting or exceeding state standards overall and for English language arts was significantly greater for 

students using Tutorials than for similar students not using Tutorials, and for mathematics trended higher for 

students using Tutorials compared to students participating in traditional instruction alone.
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†  Statistically significant p<.05. 
Percentile score adjusted for differences in prior ability and demographic characteristics. 

Figure 2

Estimated average SBAC summative assessment equivalent percentile score 
by subject and Adaptive Tutorials use
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where opportunity thrivesTM

An industry leader with deep expertise in digital curriculum, Apex Learning works closely with school 

districts across the country to implement proven solutions that increase on-time graduation rates and create 

opportunities for student success in school and beyond. The company is driven by the understanding that 

supporting the needs of all students – from struggling to accelerated – strengthens schools and creates stronger 

communities, brighter futures and a more equitable world. Apex Learning is accredited by AdvancED and its 

courses are approved for National Collegiate Athletic Association eligibility. Apex Learning, where opportunity 

thrives. For more information, visit http://www.apexlearning.com.
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